Creative Writing Workshop with Lydia Griffin author of 

BeBa and the Curious Creature Catchers
School Proposal

Schedule:

Morning

Group Readings (45 minutes)
Introduction (5 minutes)- I pass out magic straws (and of course describe how they are to be used and NOT to be used.) I talk about collaboration, the illustrator, and my grandfather.

Reading (10 minutes)- Read BeBa and the Curious Creature Catchers

Q & A (10 minutes)- This is an opportunity for the kids to ask me questions about the book, publishing/writing process, etc.

Brainstorming (10 minutes)- The group is divided into smaller groups and each group brainstorms a “new” animal or animals, such as zebrooses, snorses, turmingos.

Conclusion (10)-  We gather as a large group again and share the animals created. 
Depending on time…I can usually do two or three sessions before lunch.

Afternoon

Individual classrooms (30 minutes each)

We dive into the writing/editing process. I emphasize the need to have a PLAN. Do you drive without knowing where you are going? Or write a story without an outline?  We brainstorm a new BeBa story using the following:

Main character


Setting


Plot 


Solutions


Title- with alliterations


Word Bank

This is a fast paced exercise and I ask each child to participate. I demonstrate first hand that there is a need for brainstorming and editing. There are always ways to improve your work and ultimately you are never finished. I show them a few places in my book where I would like to make changes on the next printing…even after having three professional editors review it.
When I am finished, I encourage the student to write out the new BeBa story (or illustrate it) when they have time. I will always respond to letters and emails, so I also invite all the students to send me their work.
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